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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and 
placed of record in the file: Amendment (dated 1 1/9/07). 

2. Claims 5, 6, 9-13, 18-20, 23-25 and 27 have been cancelled. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 
14-17, 21, 22, 26 and 28-32 are presented for examination. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 



Drawings 

4. The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "plurality of 
transmitters" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new 
matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
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consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 



Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1,4, 17 and 21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "the signals" in line 12. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 4 recites the limitation "the signals" in line 10. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 17 recites "were" in line 8 which should be -- where --. 

Claim 21 recites the limitation "the turn on or off signals" in line 12. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. Claims 1-4, 7, 8, 14, 17, 21, 22, 26, 28, 29 and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Darbee et al. [Darbee], U.S. Patent No. 5,552,917 in 
view of Teich et al. [Teich], U.S. Patent No. 4,850,040. 
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7. Regarding claim 1 , Darbee teaches a remote control (10), comprising: 

a memory (RAM 54) pre-programmed [col. 8, lines 1-10; col. 15, line 57 to col. 

16, line 11] with addresses and commands [col. 6, line 60 to col. 7, line 2] for a plurality 

of electronic devices for a home theatre system [col. 8, lines 10-15]; 

a processor (CPU 56) capable of communicating with the memory to access the 

addresses and commands for the plurality of electronic devices [col. 6, line 60 to col. 7, 

line 2]; 

an initiation device (DO button) capable of communicating with the processor 
[col. 5, lines 25-27] so that when the initiation device is activated the processor encodes 
an address and a command into a signal for each electronic device in the plurality of 
electronic devices [col. 6, lines 34-36; col. 9, line 48 to col. 10, line 6; col. 16, lines 38- 
41]; and 

a transmitter [col. 8, lines 45-55] capable of communicating with the processor 
where the processor directs the transmitter to sequentially send automatically the 
signals to each electronic device in the plurality of electronic devices [col. 15, line 57 to 
col. 16, line 41]. 

Darbee does not explicitly teach the remote control comprising a plurality of 
transmitters capable of simultaneously send the signals. 

Teich teaches a remote control comprising a plurality of transmitters operated 
simultaneously to send signals [col. 1 , lines 67-68; col. 9, lines 1 3-1 7]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Darbee to include a plurality of transmitter in the 
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remote control as taught by Teich. The modification would increase the flexibility of the 
system by allowing the plurality of electronic devices to receive the signals 
simultaneously instead of sequentially. 

8. Regarding claim 2, Darbee teaches the remote control further including an input 
device capable of receiving address and command for an electronic device from a 
memory storage area [col. 5, lines 25-27; col. 8, lines 1-19]. 

9. Regarding claim 3, Darbee teaches the remote control further including an output 
device capable of communicating with the microprocessor and displaying information 
about a status of the remote control [col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 5]. 

10. Regarding claim 4, Darbee teaches a remote control (10), comprising: 

a processor capable of communicating with a memory pre-programmed with 
addresses and commands for a plurality of electronic devices for a home theatre system 
[col. 6, line 60 to col. 7, line 2]; 

a dedicated button (DO button) capable of communicating with the processor 
[col. 5, lines 25-27] so that when the dedicated button is activated the processor 
encodes an address and a turn on or off command into a signal for each electronic 
device in the plurality of electronic devices [col. 6, lines 34-36; col. 9, line 48 to col. 10, 
line 6; col. 16, lines 38-41]; and 

a transmitter [col. 8, lines 45-55] capable of communicating with the processor 
where the processor directs the transmitter to send the signals to each electronic device 
in the plurality of electronic devices [col. 15, line 57 to col. 16, line 41]. 
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Darbee does not explicitly teach the remote control comprising a plurality of 
transmitters capable of simultaneously send the signals. 

Teich teaches a remote control comprising a plurality of transmitters operated 
simultaneously to send signals [col. 1, lines 67-68; col. 9, lines 13-17]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Darbee to include a plurality of transmitter in the 
remote control as taught by Teich. The modification would increase the flexibility of the 
system by allowing the plurality of electronic devices to receive the signals 
simultaneously instead of sequentially. 

1 1 . Regarding claim 7, Darbee teaches the remote control further including an input 
device capable of receiving address and command for an electronic device [col. 5, lines 
25-27; col. 8, lines 1-19]. 

12. Regarding claim 8, Darbee teaches the remote control further including an output 
device capable of communicating with the microprocessor and displaying information 
about a status of the remote control [col. 3, line 65 to col. 4, line 5]. 

13. Regarding claim 14, Darbee teaches that the address encoded in the signal for a 
TV [col. 8, lines 12-13]. 

14. Regarding claim 17, Darbee teaches a remote control, comprising: 

a memory (RAM 54) pre-programmed [col. 8, lines 1-10; col. 15, line 57 to col. 
16, line 11] with a plurality of addresses and a plurality of commands [col. 6, line 60 to 
col. 7, line 2] where each of the plurality of commands performs an operation for at least 
one of a plurality of electronic devices for a home theatre system and each of the 
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plurality of addresses corresponds to an electronic device within the plurality of 
electronic devices [col. 8, lines 10-15; col. 15, line 57 to col. 16, line 40]; 

a dedicated button (DO button) capable of communicating with a microprocessor 
[col. 5, lines 25-27] to encode a plurality of signals, where each signal in the plurality of 
signals comprises an address and a command corresponding to an electronic device in 
the plurality of electronic devices [col. 6, lines 34-36; col. 9, line 48 to col. 10, line 6; col. 
16, lines 38-41]; and 

a transmitter [col. 8, lines 45-55] for automatically and sequentially sending the 
signals [col. 15, line 57 to col. 16, line 41]. 

Darbee does not explicitly teach the remote control comprising a plurality of 
transmitters capable of simultaneously send the signals. 

Teich teaches a remote control comprising a plurality of transmitters operated 
simultaneously to send signals [col. 1 , lines 67-68; col. 9, lines 13-17]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Darbee to include a plurality of transmitter in the 
remote control as taught by Teich. The modification would increase the flexibility of the 
system by allowing the plurality of electronic devices to receive the signals 
simultaneously instead of sequentially. 

15. Regarding claims 26 and 32, Darbee teaches a system comprising: 

a plurality of electronic devices for a home theatre system where each of the 
plurality of electronic devices is assigned a corresponding one of a plurality of 
addresses [col. 8, lines 1-19]; and 
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a remote control pre-programmed with the addresses for each electronic device 
in the plurality of electronic devices, where the remote control has a dedicated button 
capable of controlling each of the plurality of electronic devices by sending one of a 
plurality of turn on or off signals, wherein each turn on or off signal corresponds to an 
electronic device, and wherein each turn on or off signal is encoded with the 
corresponding address of the corresponding electronic device, and one or more of a 
plurality of commands to control the corresponding electronic device in the plurality of 
electronic devices [all the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to 
claims 1 , 4 and 1 7 above]. 

wherein the remote control includes a transmitter capable of sequentially sending 
the turn on or off signals to each electronic device in the plurality of electronic device [all 
the claimed subject matter is already discussed in respect to claims 1 , 4 and 17 above]. 

Darbee does not explicitly teach the remote control comprising a plurality of 
transmitters capable of simultaneously send the signals. 

Teich teaches a remote control comprising a plurality of transmitters operated 
simultaneously to send signals [col. 1, lines 67-68; col. 9, lines 13-17]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify the teachings of Darbee to include a plurality of transmitter in the 
remote control as taught by Teich. The modification would increase the flexibility of the 
system by allowing the plurality of electronic devices to receive the signals 
simultaneously instead of sequentially. 
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16. Regarding claim 28, all the claimed subject matter is already discussed in 
respect to claim 4 above. 

1 7. Regarding claim 29, Darbee teaches that the plurality of electronic devices 
including a TV [col. 8, lines 12-13]. 

18. Regarding claims 21 and 22, since they recite method of operating of the 
apparatus defined in the apparatus claims, they are rejected accordingly based on the 
rejection of the apparatus claims. 

1 9. Claims 1 5, 1 6, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being 
unpatentable over Darbee et al. [Darbee], U.S. Patent No. 5,552,917 in view of Teich et 
al. [Teich], U.S. Patent No. 4,850,040 and further in view of Griesau et al. [Griesau], 
U.S. Patent No. 6,507,306. 

20. Regarding claims 15, 16, 30 and 31, Darbee does not explicitly teaches the 
devices including a DVD or an amplifier. Griesau teaches a remote control used for 
controlling a plurality of electronic devices including TV, DVD, and amplifier [col. 3, lines 
23-29]. One of ordinary skill in the art would have recognized that a DVD or an amplifier 
is an electronic device. Darbee teaches that the remote control capable of controlling a 
multiple number of different electronic devices [col. 7, lines 56-58]. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to recognize that the remote control 
taught by Darbee would also capable of controlling a DVD or an amplifier as taught by 
Griesau. 
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Response to Argument 

21. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 7, 8, 14-17, 21, 22, 26 and 28- 
32 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

22. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thuan Du whose telephone number is (571) 272-3673. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday: 7:30 am - 4:00 pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Perveen Rehana can be reached on (571) 272-3676. 

Central TC telephone number is (571) 272-2100. 

The fax number for the organization is (571 ) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll free). 

Thuan N. Du 
July 3, 2008 

/Thuan N. Du/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 21 1 6 



